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whole tone of the age would make It Impossible for any congregation to reprint and use" some of these hymns. Christianity, spite of itself, is moulded by the civilisation in the midst of which it lives.
It is useful to glance back and see the progress that has been ^made, even during the course of one. brief century. *As science has advanced it has raised the whole tone of society, and, with the society, has raised the Christianity. The thoughtful, pure, intellectual Christianity of a Stanley would, three hundred years ago, have been branded as heresy, and would have been expiated at the stake, To-day, Christians are angry if some of'their old beliefs are dragged out of the congenial darkness in which they hide, A<? education progresses, the same process will be repeated, and some of the coarser doctrines left will also be covered with darkness, and the Christians of fifty years hence- will look back at them with the shame and the disgust with which educated Christians of to-day regard these hymns of a .century ago. Freethinkers who attack Christian doctrines-are .only born a century or so too soon, and may fight on. fearlessly, knowing that time is on their side.